Dear Parents & Guardians,

Where does the time go?  Already we are in the month of March and half the school year is over.  We hope that students are learning and growing in new ways everyday.  In this newsletter, we are recognizing true Math Stars.  They are the top students in First In Math.  We also have a new math program that the students are involved in called Fastt Math.  We will share information on the Fastt Math program as well.  Finally, we want to encourage students to sharpen their math skills and help raise money for a worthy cause.  Sumner is participating in a St. Jude Hospital Math-a-thon program.  More information about the program is also provided in this issue.  We   hope that you will continue to encourage your children to complete their homework and to work hard.  It has been a snowy winter and we have missed some days of school.  Yet we still have another half year to complete.  

Sincerely,
Mrs. Nicol Brodie Math Coach

Congratulations to the

Math Stars of First In Math
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Sumner has earned 90,164 Stickers

We are #2 in the entire city!

Team of the Week is Ms. Searles’ Class

Player of the week is 10surf72nj

School’s Top 25 Players

1. 05freon26nj
5,321 stickers     
2. 08elite36nj
5,167 stickers
3. 06freon26nj
3,498 stickers
4. 09agate35nj
3,378 stickers
5. 16freon26nj
3,309 stickers
6. 05kenya16nj
2,604 stickers
7. 10surf72nj
2,260 stickers

8. 04elite36nj
2,091 stickers

9. 11kenya16nj
2,083 stickers

10. 14freoon26nj
20,29 stickers

11. 08freon26nj
1,967 stickers

12. 06kenya16nj
1,795 stickers

13. 07kenya16nj
1,561 stickers

14. 04surf72nj
1,552 stickers

15. 06surf72nj
1,547 stickers

16. 11surf72nj
1,483 stickers

17. 03topdog9nj
1,465 stickers

18. 09vivid82nj
1,432 stickers

19.  12vivid82nj
1,432 stickers

20. 02vivid82nj
1,364 stickers

21. 01freon26nj
1,331 stickers

22. 14elite36nj
1,313 stickers

23. 03kenya16nj
1,160 stickers

24. 01gleam5nj
1,124 stickers

25. 07elite36nj
1,069 stickers

What is Fastt Math?
As part of our math program, your child will be using a software program

called FASTT Math to practice basic math facts. The goal of the program is to

help students recall basic facts quickly and accurately. This will give your child

a solid foundation for more complex mathematical skills and concepts.

The program begins with an assessment that determines which facts are “Fast

Facts” (the ones to which your child can respond correctly in less than a second)

and which are “Study Facts” (ones he or she responds to slowly, or incorrectly).

Over time, the program will provide instruction and practice to help your child

systematically learn all the facts in the Fact Grid. It will provide students with

extra practice on small groups of facts (Focus Facts) to help students develop.  

You may also work with your child at home.  Get a set of flash cards or use a standard deck of card.  See if your child can respond quickly to any given fact.  Remember truly knowing a fact means no counting on fingers and no hesitation.  Students should be able to respond as quickly as they respond to a question like, “What is your name?”

For more information about Fastt Math, visit www.fasttmath.com
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St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital Math-A-Thon Program
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Sumner is excited to participate in the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital® Math-A-Thon program. Math-A-Thon is a free educational program that teaches our kids the importance of math while helping others

in need. This year’s Math-A-Thon will continue through March 19, 2010.  First, students ask family and friends to sponsor their participation in the program. Then, students receive a Funbook filled with math problems. (Students even have the option of going online to complete their Funbook.) Finally, they collect pledges from their sponsors and return them to the school to be sent to St. Jude. Of course, the best reward for participating is knowing your family has made a difference in the life of children

suffering from cancer and other catastrophic diseases. You and your child make it possible for St. Jude to treat patients regardless of a family’s ability to pay. To learn more about St. Jude, visit www.stjude.org.

For additional information regarding the Math-A-Thon  program and a complete list of prizes, please visit www.mathathon.org.

****Upcoming Events****

· Learnia Testing – Week of March 15th

· St. Jude’s Hospital Math-a-thon ends March 19, 2010
· Spring Break –Week of April 5th

· State Testing – Week of May3rd

· Math Fair –Coming in May
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    Survey Question  [image: image5.png]



Q: How many parents would be interested in attending a Math Family Fun Night with your children?
A Math Family Fun Night would include an evening of math games, activities, prizes, giveaways and food.  It would be a time for families to enjoy activities centered on nothing other than MATH!!!
Please send your responses and ideas to school with your child.

Thank you in advance for participating in our survey.

Charles Sumner School
www.sumnerelementary.org
1600 S. 8th Street

Camden, NJ 08104
856-966-8908

Janis Kauffman, Principal

Nicol Brodie, Math Coach
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